CHAPTER V 1828—1829
Life in the Rue de Tournon—Privations and despair—Friendships— Auguste Borget—Madame Carraud—The Duchesse d'Abrantes— George Sandj etc.—Balzac writes "La Peau de Chagrin" and the " Physiologic du Mariage"—His right to he entitled ffDe Balzac."
IN September, 1828, before the final winding up
of affairs, Balzac had  fled from  Paris,  and  had
gone to  spend three weeks with  his friends the
Pommereuls in Brittany.    There he began to write
" Les Chouans," the first novel to which he signed
his name.    With his usual hopefulness, dreams of
future fame filled his brain; and in spite of his
misfortunes, his relief at having obtained temporary
escape from his difficulties and freedom to pursue
his literary  career was  so  great,  that   his   jolly
laugh   often   resounded   in   the   old   chateau   of
Fougeres.    It was certainly a remarkable case of
buoyancy of temperament, as the circumstances in
which he found himself were distinctly discouraging.
He was now twenty-nine years old; he owed about
100,000 francs, and was utterly penniless;  while
his reputation for commercial capacity had  been
completely destroyed.   His most pressing liabilities
had been paid by his mother, who was all his life
one of his principal creditors; and he was  now
90s ; but m, towards the end of 1827, an opportunity urred of becoming possessed of a type-foundry,
